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ON  PAREIRA  B E A V A. 


BY  DANIEL  HANBURY,  F.R.S.,  F.L.S. 


,1  origin  of  the  various  stems  and  roots 
iira  Brava  is  extremely  obscure.  By 
..e  drug  is  referred  without  question  to 
reira  Linn.,  a climbing  plant  of  the 
nacece  growing  in  the  tropical  regions 
and  New  World. 

.go  the  difficulty  of  purchasing  Pareira 
juality  in  London  induced  me  to  seek 
West  Indies.  I accordingly  procured 
■3  firm  of  which  I was  then  a member, 
the  stems  and  roots  of  Cissampelos 
lected  in  Jamaica  under  the  supervi- 
Wilson,  director  of  the  Bath  Botanical 
:t  island.  The  first  importation  was 
v herbarium  specimens  of  the  plant, 

. of  which  removed  all  doubt  as  to  its 
> obtained  specimens  of  stems  of 
iira  similarly  authenticated,  from  cor- 
[ Trinidad,  Brazil  and  Ceylon, 
materials  it  at  once  became  evident 
xepted  statement  that  Pareira  Brava 
Cissampelos  Pareira  Linn,  was  erro- 
’ t neither  the  stem  nor  the  root  of  the 
nbled  any  of  the  forms  of  that  drug 
with  in  commerce. 

-8  true  Pareira  Brava  ? — To  answer 
must  look  back  to  the  early  history 

having  first  given  some  account  of 
. usually  conceded  to  the  Dutch  tra- 
in his  work  De  Medicina  Brasiliensi, 
i »48,  described  a plant  called  by  the 
->eba,  Cipo  de  Cobras  or  Herva  de  Nossa 
figure  is  scarcely  recognizable,  but 
: f the  fruit  as  resembling  the  catkins 
f ignum  coloris  rosacei,  e capsulis  lupulo 

■ cns)  applies  well  enough  to  a Cissam- 

■ ct  C.  glaberrima  St.  Hil.  is  known 
uguese  names  in  Southern  Brazil  at 
. My  friend  Mr.  J.  Correa  de  Mello, 
ov.  S.  Paulo,  has  been  good  enough 
• ecimen  of  this  plant  and  of  its  root  ; 

find  to  be  wholly  unlike  any  sort  of 

(88  not  mention  Pareira  Brava  was 
l as  long  ago  as  171  Of  ; and  it  is 
ug  has  been  supposed  to  be  derived 
that  authors  have  identified  it  with 

was  certainly  first  brought  to  Europe 
-se.  It  first  attracted  general  atten- 

“ I 

irst  pointed  out  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of 
-Mff,  — — f- 

. Roy  ale  des  Sciences,  ann6e  1710,  5G. 


tion  in  1688,  when  Michel  Amelot,  Marquis  de 
Gournay,  a privy  councillor  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  a 
very  distinguished  political  personage,  brought  it 
with  him  from  Lisbon  whither  he  had  been  sent  as 
ambassador  by  the  French  king.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  drug  was  considered  to  possess  extra- 
ordinary properties.  Rouille,  the  successor  of  Ame- 
lot in  the  Lisbon  embassy,  also  took  home  with  him 
to  Paris  some  Pareira  Brava  ; and  in  1710  we  find  it 
claiming  the  notice  of  the  French  Academy,*  who 
requested  Etienne-Francois  Geoffroy,  Professor  of 
Medicine  and  Pharmacy  in  the  College  of  France,  to 
investigate  its  virtues.  Jean-Claude-Adrien  Helve- 
tius,  a physician  of  great  merit,  who  though  a young 
man  was  consulted  by  Louis  XIV.  in  his  last  days, 
and  was  afterwards  attached  to  the  court  of  Louis 
XV.,  tried  the  new  drug  still  earlier, f and  gave 
strong  testimony  in  its  favour. 

Both  Geoffroy  and  Helvetius  were  correspondents 
of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  that  diligent  promoter  of  science 
whose  immense  collections  gave  origin  to  the  British 
Museum, — and  among  the  Sloanian  MSS.  I have 
found  a letter  of  HelvetiusJ  addressed  in  1715  to 
Monsieur  Duyvenvoorde,  ambassador  from  the  States 
General  to  George  I.,  a portion  of  which  I will  here 
quote  : — 

“ I am  extreamly  pleased  sr  that  you  have  apply’d  yor- 
“ self  to  me  for  my  advice  about  the  use  of  the  Pareira 
“ Brava  which  has  been  recomended  to  you,  because  I can 
“ give  you  a very  good  account  of  it  haveing  been  one  of 
“ the  first  that  introduced  it  in  France.  I have  made 
“ abundance  of  lucky  experiments  about  it  which  have 
“ made  this  medicine  very  well  known  to  me,  wherefore 
“ I assure  you,  you  can  do  nothing  better  than  to  make 
“ tryall  of  it.  . . . The  Pareira  Brava  is  a root 

“ which  comes  to  us  from  Brazil  by  way  of  Lisbon,  but 
“ which  the  war  has  rendered  pretty  scarce  ; however,  it 
“ is  to  be  found  among  the  good  druggists  and  is  sold  [at] 

“ Paris  for  40  livres  the  pound.  ’Tis  called  in  Brazil  the 
“ Universall  Medicine,  and  made  use  of  there  in  all  kinds 
“ of  distempers.  A Capuchin  monk  who  came  from 
“ thence  told  me  he  could  not  give  it  a greater  character 
“ than  by  assuring  me  that  in  all  their  voyages  they  car- 
“ ried  the  gospell  in  one  pockett  and  the  Pareira  Brava 
“ in  another.  . . 

Helvetius  recommended  the  finely-powdered  root 
in  five  grain  doses,  to  be  taken  in  infusion  warm  like 
tea. 

Petiver,  apothecary  of  London,  and  secretary  to 

* Hist,  de  I’ Acad.  Royalc  des  Sciences,  anno  1710,  56. 
t Helvetius,  TraiU  des  Maladies  les  plus  frdquentes  et 
des  remedes  spdcifiques  pour  les  gudrvr,  Paris,  1703,  98. 

X Slonne  MS.,  No.  3340,  p.  291.— The  letter  has  already 
been  puWished  in  Phil.  Trans,  No.  346,  Nov.  and  Doc. 
1715,  p.  365. 


the  Royal  Society,  an  active  collector  of  objects  of 
natural  history  of  every  kind,  some  of  whose  letters 
are  also  in  the  Sloanian  collection,  thus  wrote, 
Dec.  11th,  1716,  to  Colonel  Worslcy,  His  Majesty  s 
Envoy  at  Lisbon  : — 

<i  > 7.  am  glad  to  hear  ye  Brasil  ffleet  is  safely 

« arrived,' wch  I hope  has  brought  some  materialls  for  my 
« succeeding  Collectaneas,  and  amongst  them  nothing  can 
« be  more  welcome  than  specimens  of  ye  leaves  and  fruit 
« 0f  -ye  Ipecacuanha,  Pareira  Brava,  Balsam  Capevse  ami 
“ ye  true  Brasile  and  Brasiletto  woods,  all  which  will  be 
“ very  acceptable  discoveries.  ...  * 

The  first  author  to  give  an  account  in  print  of 
Pareira  Brava  seems  to  be  Pomet,  whose  Histoire  des 
Drogues  was  completed  in  1692.+  He  describes  the 
drug  as  then  recently  seen  in  Paris,  and  he  figures 
the  specimen  given  him  by  Tournefort. 

Geoffrey,  in  his  excellent  Tractatus  de  Materia 
Medica,\  a work  lie  did  not  live  to  complete,  calls 
the  drug  by  its  Brazilian  name  of  Butua,  or  Pareira 
Brava  0*1’  the  Portuguese,  and  describes  it  as  a root, 
woody,  hard,  contorted,  externally  of  dark  colour, 
rough,  with  many  wrinkles,  some  long,  some  running 
round  it  transversely,  like  that  of  Thymelcea  [Daphne 
Gnidium  L.],  internally  of  a dull,  yellowish  hue,  knit 
together,  as  it  were,  with  many  woody  fibres,  so  that 
when  cut  transversely  it  exhibits  several  concentric 
circles,  intersected  by  numerous  rays  of  fibres  pass- 
ing from  the  centre  to  the  circumference  ; inodorous, 
somewhat  bitter,  with  a certain  degree  of  sweetness 
like  liquorice,  as  thick  as  the  finger,  or  sometimes  as 
a child’s  arm.  He  adds  that  the  Brazilians  and  Por- 
tuguese most  highly  extol  its  virtues  as  a diuretic, 
lithontriptic,  vulnerary,  stomachic,  cordial,  and  alexi- 
pharmic,§  and,  in  fact,  regard  it  as  a complete 
panacea. 

The  question  now  arises — Can  the  drug  which  was 
introduced  with  so  much  of  laudation  be  clearly 
identified  ? 

As  already  stated,  Pomet  has  figured  it,  and  his 
engraving  is  excellent.  But  Sloane  has  left  us  better 
materials.  In  his  collection  of  materia  medica,  now 
in  the  British  Museum,  there  are  many  well-pre- 
served specimens  of  the  drug  obtained  from  different 
persons  and  at  different  periods,  and  all  of  one  kind; 
and  in  his  voluminous  manuscript  catalogues  and  his 
other  papers,  are  entries  throwing  light  on  their 
origin. 

The  first  notice  I have  found  is  a letter  from 
Lisbon,  dated  October  17th  1699,  addressed  by 
Joseph  Geston  to  John  Ellis, ||  in  which  the  writer 
says 


it.  But  it  was  not  published  until  1694. 
t Tom.  II.  (1741)  21. 

§ Bill  judiciously  remarks  that  this  is  going  too  far  in 
!< 8 ^ai-8ei’  an  , omitting  some  of  its  real  virtues.  “ it,  is 
^ certainly  a diuretic, n says  he,  “of  no  inferior  kind,  and 
,<  d0”e  ?reat  service  in  nephritic  cases  ; and  in  plurisies 
and  qumzies  has  been  attenrWl  udtn  mom  on/mnoa  Ihn ». 


<(  “ By  order  of  my  brother,  Wm-  Geston,  I send  you 
“ here  inclosed  six  sticks  of  Pareira  Brava,  or  Parra 


* Sloane  MS.,  3340,  p.  306. 

d i}SJ)roved  by  the  letters  of  approbation  which  precede 


: j . V *7  ***  irepiuiiu,  LtLtJUCJ  , IUIU  1U  [)iUri8ieS 

ii  A,  1 guinzies  has  been  attended  with  more  success  than 
i a mos  any  medicine  we  know  of  singly.  In  suppressions 
“ . unne  scarce  anything  is  more  efficacious  or  more  in- 
“ •a“eT1,.n  1^.S  efr°ct,  but  it  is  folly  to  infer  from  this 

“ will  d^solve  the  stone.  . . . In  cases  of  ulce- 

“ ln„f  \ °i  Kldn.°r  or  bladder,  when  the  urine  is  puru- 
“ n • r (!lIU  V01ded  with  groat  difficulty,  there  is  scarce  any- 
thm  root  ....  ..  - ,.,i„  nf  niff 


“ Brava.  The  use  of  it,  I am  informed,  is  in  powd 
“ one  scruple,  and  to  the  strongest  patient  one  octa 
“ [drachm]  in  Rhenish  wine.  . , . Its  vertues  are ; 

“ the  stone,  grave'll,  obstruction  of  the  urine,  and  for  t 
“ colick, — a very  excellent  remedy.” 


Though  this  letter  is  not  addressed  to  Sloane,  i 
is  he  mentioned  in  it,  yet  from  its  occurrence  amo 
his  correspondence  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  t 
specimens  to  which  it  relates  were  intended 
him. 

The  entries  in  his  manuscript  catalogues,  which 
in  his  own  handwriting,  are  these  : — 

“652.  Pareira  Brava. — From  Brasile,  preteni 
“ to  be  good  for  the  stone.” 

“ 4039.  Pareira  Brava. — A root  used  in  the  ston 


“ 6708.  The  Pareira  Brava,  of  a brown  cole 
“ from  Brazil,  said  to  be  the  best  sort. — From  Moi 
“ Geoffrey.” 


“10471.  Sev'l  specimens  of  the  Pareira  Bra 
“ from  Lisbon,  accounted  a great  remedy  in  supp] 
“ sion  of  water  and  the  stone, — according  to  MfflJ 
“ Geoffrey,  the  Ambitua  or  Butua  of  Zanoni  — Fr 
“ Dr.  Fuller,  Sevenoaks.” 


In  1866,  I applied  to  my  friend  Theodor  Peck 
druggist,  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  then  residing  at  Can 
gallo  in  the  same  province,  on  the  subject  of  Pare 
Brava,  in  consequence  of  which  I received  from  h 
specimens  of  two  plants,  the  one  marked  Butua 
Pareira  Brava  legitim, a,  the  other  Butinha  or  Parc 
Brava  miucla  (literally  small  Pareira  Brava),  toget 
with  a large  dried  entire  plant  of  the  former.  r 
herbarium  specimens  of  these  plants  presented 
characters  by  which  I could  distinguish  them  as  t 
species  ; and  Mr.  Peckolt  subsequently  informed 
that  their  difference  consists  chiefly  in  habit,  i 
that  the  first  or  legitimate  Pereira  Brava  is  found 
much  drier  situations  than  the  small  sort  or  Pere 
Brava,  miuda. 

I have  also  received  specimens  from  my  frit 
Mr.  J.  Correa  de  Mello  of  Campinas,  marked  Pam\ 
Brava  pequena  ( small  Pareira  Brava)  or  Abuta 
quena,  and  others  labelled  Leaves  of  the  plant  } 
ducing  Pareira  Brava,  all  of  which  seem  referable  i 
Mr.  Peckolt’s  plant.  Mr.  Correa  de  Mello  has  li 
wise  sent  me  the  dried  root,  and  I have  also 
ceived  the  root  as  supplied  by  a drug  house  of  . 
de  Janeiro. 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  two  specimens  of  rc 
bearing  some  leaves,  marked  respectively  Pan 
Brava,  large  leaf,  and  Pareira  Brava,  small  leaf,  h 
been  presented  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as 
as  to  myself  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Francis  of  the  firm 
Hearon,  Squire,  and  Francis.  Between  these  1 
sorts  I fail  to  recognize  any  difference. 

The  roots  of  Mr.  Peckolt’s  Pareira  Brava  legtU 
those  sent  me  by  Mr.  Correa  de  Mello,  and  tli 
received  from  Mr.  Francis,  completely  agree  w 
Sloane’s  specimens,  as  well  as  with  Pom 
figure. 

As  to  the  plant,  I identify  it  with  Chondodendn 
tomentosuni  of  Ruiz  et  Pavon,  with  an  auther 
specimen  of  which  in  the  herbarium  of  the  Bnt 
Museum  I have  compared  it.  It  is  the  Goccv 


* Mr.  Miers  ( Contributions  to  Botany,  IH-,  30/)  1 
tends  for  this  name  being  written  ChondTodendronasw 
in  accordance  with  its  derivation  from  xirtipos.  . 


odendron  of  De  Candolle  (Prod.  I.  98),  and 
een  figured  as  Cocculus  (!)  platyphylla  by 
!ite  de  St.  Hilaire,*  and  by  Eichler, t as  Botry 
deity phylla  Miers.  It  agrees  well  with  the  plate 
mmpelos  Abutuci  in  Vellozo’s  Flora  Fluminensis% 
\ vhieli  Eichler  doubtfully  identifies  it. 
ndodendron  tomentosuvi  lias  been  found  in 
ns  parts  of  Brazil  where  it  is  known  as 
and  Abutua.  Its  raceme  of  large  oval  berries, 
vy  like  a bunch  of  grapes,  is  another  evidence 
it  is  the  plant  which  the  old  Portuguese 


The  root  of  Chondoclendron  cannot  be  confounded 
with  the  stem,  which  is  woody  and  fibrous  and  of  a 
different  structure.  Geoffrey's  description  of  the 
former  which  I have  translated  at  page  2 is  correct 
so  far  as  it  goes,  I may  add  that  the  numerous  speci- 
mens I have  seen  present  but  little  variation.  All 
are  portions  of  a tortuous,  branching  root,  wrinkled 
longitudinally  and  having  transverse  fissures,  con- 
strictions, or  ridges.  The  root  is  extemallj  of^  a 
blackish-brown,  and  light  yellowisli-brown  within. 
In  Mr.  Francis’s  drug  there  are  young  roots  having 


BUXCH  OF  frcits  of  the  Pare  Ira  Brava  ( Wild  Vine)  of  the  Brazilians—  CJtondodcndron  tomentosum. 
(From  a specimen  preserved  in  alcohol,  sent  by  Mr.  Peckolt.) 


mists  called  Bareira  Brava  or  Wild  I ine.  § 
ther  the  fruit  nor  the  foliage  of  Cissampelos 
• eira  have  anything  about  them  suggestive  of  a 
we  vine. 


Plantes  Usuelles  des  BrasiUens,  pi.  42. 

Martins,  Flor.  Bras.,  fasc.  38,  tab.  48.  _ Fielder  makes 
species  under  the  name  of  Botvyopsis , Miers  eighty 
of  them  being  apparently  forms  of  Oh.  tomentosum. 
Miers’s  species,  as  named,  by  himself,  can  bo  seen  m 
British  Museum,  and  a type-specimen  of  the  plant 
red  by  Eichler  in  the  Kew  Herbarium. 

Tom.  X,  tab.  140.  Mr.  Miers  regards  this  to  represent 
Abuta  mdcrophylla,  a very  different  plant.  _ . 

In  Portuguese  the  word  is  written  Parreira,  and  signi- 
— S-vrnr-  that  grows -agaiftst  a wall  or  over  an  arbour. 
~ra  is  a vine-leaf. 


the  remnants  of  green  aerial  stems  rising  from  the 
upper  part.  In  Mr.  Peckolt’s  specimen  the  aerii 
stems  are  fully  preserved,  as  thick  as  the  finger  an 
many  feet  in  length.  The  root  seems  to  be  gorge 
with  juices  so  that  under  the  penknife  it  cuts  moi 
like  a very  hard  fat  or  wax  than  as  a,  fibrous  woo< 
In  transverse  section  it  does  not  display  zones  < 
the  same  regular  and  beautiful  definition  that  oi 
sees  in  ordinary  Pareira  Brava.  In  the  root  i 
Chondodendron  there  is  a large  well-marked  centr 
column  composed  of  wedges  diverging  from  a con 
mon  axis,  around  which  are  arranged  a few  coi 
centric  rings  intersected  by  wedge-shaped  rays  whic 
are  often  irregular,  scattered,  and  indistinct.  T1 
axis  is  not  often  eccentric. 


In  Cissampelos  I Pareira  the  root  and  stem  are  i J amaica,  which  were  the  largest  that  could  be 
nearly  alike  in  structure,  and  in  transverse  section  | lected,  were  rarely  so  much  as  an  inch  in  diame' 
show  no  concentric  rings.  Those  received  from  , and  in  many  localities  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 

stem  or  root  thicker  than  a goose  qui] 


True  Pareira  BRAVA  — root  op  Chondodendron  tomentosum. 


TRANSVERSE  SECTION  OF  STEM  OF  Cisxa. 

pelos  Pareira  L.  From  a Jamaica 
specimen. 

The  Pareira  Brava  of  English  com 
merce  is  mostly  of  larger  size  than  Hit 
root  of  Chondodendron,  and  is  a muc 
more  woody  substance.  Its  interna 
structure,  which  is  familiar  to  mo 
druggists,  is  very  remarkable,  consis 
ing  of  a series  of  layers  which  are  often 
developed  exclusively  in  one  direction 
Nothing  is  known  of  the  botanical  origin 
of  this  drug,  beyond  the  fact  that  tin 
structure  of  the  wood  is  that  of 
order  Menispermacece. 

Of  late  years  even  this  sort  has  be 
come  rare,  and  its  place  has  been  taker 
by  a drug  completely  devoid  of  med 
cinal  power.  This  latter  consists 
cylindrical  woody  truncheons  whii 
have  an  internal  structure  not  ver 
diverse  from  that  represented  on  th 
opposite  page,  though  generally  less 
eccentric,  with  always  a distinct  cea 
tral  pith.  The  wood  is  tasteless,  and 
often  seems  to  have  been  injured  b 
damp.  It  should  be  rigidly  exclude 
from  pharmaceutical  use. 

Several  other  sorts  of  Pareira  Brava 
are  known — at  least  in  South  Ainerici 
One,  of  which  there  is  a parcel  now  i 
the  London  market,  is  remarkable  f< 
its  large  size,  and  for  being  internally  c 
a fine  yellow.  As  it  is  also  very  bitter 
it  probably  contains  berberine. 

Another  sort  is  derived  from  AbuU 
rufescens  Aublet,  a well-marked  plant 
growing  in  Guiana  and  North  Brazil 
Specimens  of  a thick  woody  rootjl 
marked  Abutua  grande  or  Parrei'i 
Brava  grande,  and  attributed  to  th 
species  have  been  sent  to  me  by  M 
Correa  de  Mello  ; they  exhibit  nu 
merous  concentric  layers  traversed  lr 
very  distinct,  dark  medullary  raj 
the  inter-radial  spaces  being  white,  ai 
rich  in  starch.  It  is  apparently 
well-marked  sort,  and  one  I have 
seen  in  commerce.* 


* When  Aublet  was  in  Guiana,  1762-t 
the  stems  of  Abuta  'rufescens  were  fdupp 
to  France  as  Pareira  Brava  blame.  He  s“ 
there  is  a variety  of  the  same  with 
woody  parts  reddish,  which  is  known 

~r>  ~D TT a o|| 


asion  I strongly  advocate  returning  to  the 
root  of  Ghondodendron,  which  is  the  drug 
the  reputation  of  Pareira  Brava  was  origi- 
lled. 

il  this  root  is  regarded  as  the  legitimate 
1 1 still  held  in  the  highest  esteem, 
it  has  not  been  clearly  recognized  by 
writers,  it  is  not  altogether  unknown, 
seems  to  have  been  acquainted  with  it 


Society’s  Museum  marked  Pareira  Brava.  I myself 
met  with  it  in  the  market  in  1862.  Lastly  Dr. 
Squibb  has  pointed  out*  that  some  small  lots  of 
Pareira  Brava  imported  into  New  York  in  1871  con- 
sisted in  large  part  of  a drug  entirely  different  from 
any  previously  seen,  and  that  he  at  first  supposed  it 
an  adulteration  ; but  that  subsequent  examination 
had  shown  him  that  tire  drug  in  question  agreed 
well  with  the  older  descriptions  of  Pareira  Brava, 


ROOT  (?)  COMMONLY  KNOWN  AS  PAREIRA  BRAVA,  AND  ERRONEOUSLY  REGARDED 
AS  derived  from  Cissampelos  Pareira  L. 

l correctly  surmised  its  botanical  origin.  It  |/cravinced  it  was  true  Pareira 
• jot  figured  by  Gobel  and  Kunze,  f and  there 
Md  specimen  of  it  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
'-eciauy  with  Pomet’s  figure,  so  that  he  was7 


r Pareira  Brava  jaune,  which  has  the  wood  yel- 
ld  very  bitter. 

ast  is,  I think,  identical  with  the  yellow  wood  of 
s I have  said,  there  is  a quantity  now  on  sale  as 
a Brava.” — See  Hist,  des  Plantes  de  la  Quiune 
e,  i.  (1775),  G18-21,  tab.  250-51. 
des  Drog.,  ed.  4,  iii.  (1850)  671. 

•>'*,  'vaarcnkwndc,  ii.  (1830-54)  tab.  13.  fig.  1,  b-c. 


Boot.  From  Dr. 
Squibb’s  description  I feel  sure  that  the  drug  before 
! him  was  the  same  as  that  to  which  I have  called 
attention  in  the  present  paper.f 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  would  become  plen- 
tiful if  the  demand  should  arise,  and  that  it  would 
advantageously  replace  the  worthless  kind  now  found 
in  the  drug  trade. 
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+ Specimens  received  from  Dr.  S.,  11th  August,  have.  c.iu- 
h lined  this  supposition. 
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